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NSW Health’s Climate Risk 
response: The importance of metrics  
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Two 
requirement
s  

1) Transition risks (requiring mitigation)   
2) Physical risks (requiring adaptation)  

Climate risks
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International best practice

Figure 2: Pathway to net zero for the NHS Carbon Footprint Scope
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Figure 1: Contribution of different sectors to the 
greenhouse gas emissions of the NHS England

https://www.england.nhs.uk/greenernhs/wp-content/uploads/sites/51/2020/10/delivering-a-net-zero-national-health-service.pdf
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Climate Risk & Net Zero Unit  
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CORE
responsibilities

Vision

NSW Health is a leading modern, low carbon, low waste, climate 
resilient  health system by focusing on quality, value, innovation and 
equity.

1. Collaborate & Coordinate
∙ Establish ongoing collaboration with NSW Health organisations, researchers, government agencies and 

industry

2. Objectives & Performance
∙ Set objectives and targets to meet legal, government and regulatory 

requirements

3. Research & Innovation
∙ Partner with researchers, industry, and carbon accountants to measure carbon in the system

4. Empower
∙ Engage with staff to understand their values and their views about sustainability, and support them to 

act in  accordance with their values
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Net Zero Leads
Program

∙ Lead a Network
∙ Act as change agents
∙ Redesign low-carbon models 

of  care within their service or  
specialty, in line with the latest  
research

∙ Develop best practice 
guidance

∙ Co-author manuscripts 
for  publication
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“Carbon will be 
as important as 
money.” 
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